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PEDAGOGIC CONTENT: 

▪ Learn the NATO phonetic alphabet
▪ Make it easier to spell words during the communication

PRE-REQUISITES:

▪ No specific requisites

NEW COMPETENCIES TARGETED/LEARNING 
OUTCOMES: STUDENTS  WILL BE ABLE TO:
▪ Avoid miscommunications
▪ Learn how to use a phonetic alphabet

FROM ALFA TO ZULU
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PREPARATION
The teacher prints and delivers a phonetic alphabet card for each student

IMPLEMENTATION
#1: The teacher gives an introduction about the phonetic alphabet and its history 

(when, why, who...) etc. Goal is to have things unambiguous and as clear as possible in 
the presence of radio interference or other poor audio conditions.

#2: The teacher speaks the Alphabet around the class forwards and backwards, 
picking letters at random. Repeat them over and over. Concentrate on the ones they find 
hardest, not just the ones they are sure of.

#3: The teacher speaks until they produce it automatically and instantly.

#4: The teacher spells out his/her name, and then ask students to spell out their 
names.

#5: The teacher selects ten random words and ask students to spell them using the 
phonetic alphabet.

#6: The teacher uses it as a homework or out-of-class exercise. But come back at 
other times for review and consolidation

DESCRIPTION:
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Type of activity

Target audience

Place

Material needed

Duration of 
activity

Authorship

Links

Notes by author 

Game, Experimental activities

From 11 years old

Classroom or outdoor activity

NATO phonetic alphabet card

Preparation: 30 minutes 
Implementation : 8 to 12 hours

IIS Garibaldi
No authorization required

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO
_phonetic_alphabet
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl20
14/assets/pdf/pdf_2018_01/20180111
_nato-alphabet-sign-signal.pdf
https://www.offgridweb.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/01/NATO-
alphabet-infographic.jpg

None
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APPENDIX 1
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